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Welcome to our September / October Newsletter.  

We recently changed our cover photo on Facebook and 

Twitter to the image here on the left.  We think this picture 

represents a day at The Lyme Nursery perfectly.  Kelly, 

who’s in charge of the EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage) 

created this beautiful piece of artwork with the help of the 

Pre-school group.   It’s now a lovely feature at the top of the 

stairs leading up to the Juniors, Seniors and Pre-school 

groups.  It’s not only the children who go home with a few 

marks on their clothes, the staff do too!  It wouldn’t be right 

not to get involved with the activities that the children are 

doing.  There’s often a tunic that’s got paint on it, or a pair 

of trousers covered in flour!  Learning, exploring, developing 

and laughter are fundamental ingredients of a happy child 

and our Nursery is full of happy children!  

Our Seniors and Pre-school groups had the opportunity of 

trying out a spot of yoga in October.  They thoroughly enjoyed 

getting into the different positions! 

Staff Updates:- We were sad to 

say good-bye to Hollie Griffin back 

in September ’18 who left to join 

another Nursery in a promoted 

position.  Hollie’s full-time position 

was quickly filled as we employed 

Isobel Church who is Level 5 

qualified in Early Childhood 

Studies.  Isobel has a number of 

years experience working within nursery 

settings and has settled well into the Baby 

group getting to know our babies.  Nishani 

Dinitikara also joined the team at the end of 

September on a permanent part-time basis.  

Level 3 qualified, Nishani has been helping out 

in all of the groups.  Having 2 daughters of 

her own Nishani has bonded with the children 

already. Finally and more recently we have 

employed a part-time Nursery Nurse with 

Early Years Professional Status. Kim Ratcliffe 

joins the team and will support a variety of 

groups around the Nursery.  All three ladies 

are degree qualified. 

Dates for your diary:-  

Parents Evening - Thur 8th Nov ‘18 (7pm-9pm).  

Harvest collection - Mon 12th Nov ‘18.  

Children in Need -  TBC in due course.  

Christmas party day—TBC in due course.  

Christmas Holidays - the Nursery will close at 6pm on Fri 21st 

Dec ’18 and re-open 7am Wed 2nd Jan ‘19.  



In September we had some very special guests visit us here at the Nursery.  They were Dominique and all of 

her animal friends from Zoolab! Our guests consisted of Yoda the gigantic land snail, Charlie the cockroach, 

Tallulah the tarantula , Sid the corn snake, Cromey the bearded dragon and Aurora the mouse. The children 

listened as Dominique told them the importance of being quiet and calm so that we didn’t frighten the animals. 

Dominique went around the circle of children giving each of them a turn to either hold or stroke one of the 

animals but if you didn’t want to touch, it was okay, you could just say hello as it went past.  Dominique also 

gave us lots of information about the different animals. We practised our counting when we counted Tallulah's 

legs, we were amazed that not only did she have 8 legs, she had 8 eyes too! Charlie the cockroach could walk 

upside down just like Spider-Man and Yoda the enormous snail could live up to 10 years. Sid the corn snake is 

from North America and Cromey the bearded dragon eats insects, small rodents, lizards and leafy plants! Last 

but not least was Aurora the mouse who has poor eyesight but brilliant hearing and sense of smell. We had a 

fabulous day and were very sad to say goodbye to all of the animals. 

The Environmental Health 

Officer made their annual visit 

to our Nursery in October and 

after a thorough inspection we 

are extremely delighted to 

announce that we have, again, 

received a fabulous Level 5 Food 

Hygiene rating. 

http://ratings.food.gov .uk/

business/85024 

THANK YOU to everyone who 

has donated to our biggest ever 

harvest collection!  The People’s 

Pantry are going to be over the 

moon when they receive our 

parcel w/c 12th November.  It’s 

lovely to see the children super 

excited to put their donations in 

the box and hear that what they 

are doing is to help others who 

don’t have much food. 

In September our Room of the Month went to our 

amazing Pre-school group.  Pre-school had done an 

excellent job making the transition into their new 

classroom and beginning new learning exercises 

such as the high frequency words.  Two words are 

chosen each week for the children to learn such as 

’the’, ’and’ ’it’.  By making the learning fun the  

children quickly start to read each word!  Our October Room of the Month 

went to our Juniors for all of their beautiful wall displays, creativity and 

enthusiasm.  It is so difficult for Sabrina to pick one room each month as 

everyone does a super job every day—so here’s a big pat on the back to all! 

Yet another THANK YOU goes out to everyone 

who took part in ‘Guess the Number of Sweets in 

the Jar’ and made a donation to the British Heart 

Foundation during w/c 17th September.  The total 

raised was £84.00!  Our Leanne and Maria were 

also raising money for the charity by crazily 

signing up for a Sky Dive which should have taken 

place on Friday 26th October, however 

the day before it was cancelled due to 

bad weather conditions.  Leanne and Maria 

were very disappointed (they’re mad), but 

signed up for the next one which is now 

taking place on Friday 23rd November.  

We’ll keep you updated on how they get 

on, or should we say ‘GET DOWN’!!! 



It’s Tiddler time!  September started off with a new tent for the 

Tiddler room.  Once Molly had managed to put it together the 

children absolutely loved being inside!  We had to encourage them 

out so that they could focus on the days activities.  For the green 

wall the children created artwork using leaves dipped in green 

paint and even squashed peas (yes, real peas)!  Also, as with the 

other rooms, Tiddlers have been making lots of different Autumn 

pictures.  Finger-print trees, little robins and then the Halloween 

pictures of rockets and scary mummies!  It was interesting to see 

how the Tiddlers reacted when they opened up the pumpkin at 

Halloween, some were brave to feel the contents but others chose 

not to!  What they all did enjoy though was baking time helping to 

mix together the ingredients for yummy cup cakes! 

It’s been very autumnal in our Baby room over the months of 

September and October.  Babies have been busy creating a 

lovely Autumn wall display, with hand-print spiders hanging from 

a tree to a bonfire made out of painted foot-prints.  Firework 

pictures were made using empty toilet roll holders as you can see 

from the picture here!  Babies have also enjoyed messy play in 

the tuff spot tray.  They’ve had shaving foam fun, shredded paper 

play and at Halloween they put the contents of their pumpkin 

inside … lots of messy hands but lots of happy faces!  Baking has 

been another activity they’ve been involved in, helping to decorate 

the cakes and finally one of their favourites—the ball pit!  We’d 

also like to welcome our new starters to the Baby Room  

In September our Toddlers took part in their very own Goldilocks and the Three Bears fun day. All of the 

children, Leanne and Georgia came to Nursery in their cosiest pyjamas and had a delicious breakfast of 

porridge, just like Goldilocks! There was a variety of fun activities such as baking gingerbread bears, going on a 

bear hunt and having a teddy bears picnic. Toddlers have also been getting their hands dirty with a lots of art 

and crafts activities. From hand print hedgehogs, acorns and trees to an amazing Halloween and Fireworks 

display full of colourful art work!  They found making little Frankenstein faces very funny by painting the palm 

of their hand green and their fingers black!  They also created paper plate pumpkins using a salad spinner and 

firework pictures using a scrubbing brush! Toddlers have also made a beautiful seasons wall which includes art 

work relevant to the different seasons. Leanne and Georgia have also  introduced ‘self registration’ in the 

Toddler room. The children each chose what picture they wanted for their registration name such as a ginger-

bread man, Peter Rabbit and Lightening McQueen to name but a few! Every morning the children identify their 

name by their chosen picture to stick on their ‘Who’s here today’ wall.  Finally, as always Toddlers have been 

continuing to enjoy playing in our super garden which is covered in beautiful coloured autumn leaves! 



Our Juniors group have been super busy in September and October, whether it be baking, creating some 

fabulous autumn pictures using leaves dipped in paint or playing in the garden, they’ve definitely had fun.  

They’ve also created a new display called ‘Helping Out’.  This wall features photos of the children completing a 

little task, such as using the dust pan and brush to sweep up, recycling or wiping down a table! Our pumpkins, 

mummies, bats and monsters also looked fabulous under our Halloween trapdoor! Our new theme is called ‘Then 

and Now’. Can parents please e-mail photo’s of their children as babies to mandi@lymenurseryschool.co.uk.  

There has been  a big focus on food in the Seniors group over the past couple of months to 

coincide with their new Shopping Theme and a new role play area .  They’ve talked about what 

foods are healthy and unhealthy, they’ve been guessing the names of some fruits and 

vegetables and also had a fruit tasting afternoon!  Making little quiches for little mouths was also a fun activity 

with everyone having the opportunity to put the different ingredients into the pastry!  Seniors continue with 

their Jolly Phonics choosing a letter of the week.  If a child can name a word beginning with that letter they 

get to have their name on the phonics board.  Their favourite game on the computer is the Jolly Phonics jiglet 

puzzle game, so they’re learning through play.  Halloween was also fun in Seniors.  They created Frankenstein's, 

ghosts, spiders, pumpkins and mummies using painted hand-prints and made paper plate spiders that were scary! 

Our new Pre-school group are continuing to impress Kelly every day.  Every morning after breakfast and self 

registration they practise Jolly Phonics and high frequency words, learning more and more each week.  The 

classroom is sectioned off into areas for ICT, a writing area, an activity area (such as painting and  

threading) plus a cosy reading corner.  Pre-school have also become very good at cutting.  Using scissors they 

have cut along a variety of different lines such as the diagonal one seen above.  Their mini-beast theme was also 

a huge success—who doesn’t love a creepy crawly or two!  Not only did they create some fabulous pictures for 

the wall display they also went on a creepy crawly hunt in the garden!  Finally Halloween was thoroughly enjoyed 

with everyone dressing up and having their photo taken pretending to be a mummy!  Pre-school posers! 


