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“Do you hear what I hear?”  “Do they know it’s Christmas?” “Santa Claus is coming to town” … 
and The Lyme Nursery is really looking forward to the festive period.  The children have been 
very busy helping to decorate the Christmas trees in each room, they’ve created a variety of 
Christmas pictures for their displays, they’ve been reading Christmas stories and singing songs 
such as “I’m a little snowman” at the top of their voices!  We are all certainly in the 
festive spirit.  Christmas lunch went down a treat as well as party day which included a very special visit from 
the man himself, Santa Claus.  There’s nothing more we can say other than The Lyme Nursery staff and 
children definitely know how to party!  There’s also no better way to round the year off with a pyjama day on 
our last day.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank each and every one of our parents and families 
for your continued support and loyalty.  Not only this but for your generous donations over the year, whether it 
be baking for our cake sales, contributions to charity events and also donating a variety of items to the 
nursery such as clothes, toys and this year, lots of towels!  So in the words of Judy Garland, “Have yourself a 
Merry little Christmas” have a fantastic time and we look forward to seeing you in the New Year. xxxx 

In the New Year, could we please ask 
parents to continue to send your child 
into Nursery with slippers, hats, 
scarves and gloves, ideally labelled 
with your child’s name if possible.  
Thank you so much. 

No. 96 Garden is open!  We are so delighted to announce the 
lawned area of No. 96 is now open.  
There was just a short delay with it 
being ready, however it was so 
fundamental that the garden was safe 
and secure before allowing our little 
ones on.  Also, due to the recent wet 

weather the ground is slightly sodden but spying their chances a 
couple of the groups managed a new garden visit to run up and down 
the lawn. The  Pre-school and Seniors stood at the bottom end of the 
garden and shouted “Mandi” who they could see working away in her 
office. Our  Juniors group also managed a Jack Frost hunt using flour, 
glitter and sequins.  2020 will be the year that we’ll make the most of 
our garden, we’ll definitely take lots of pictures when all the groups 
are able to use it.  Don’t you think it looks amazing?  (If anyone has 
any redundant garden toys, please bear us in mind before getting rid 
of them, Mr Vernon would even collect if necessary.)  

Staff Updates:-  
In November we welcomed back our 
lovely Nursery Cook, Hannah after her 
maternity leave.  We then sadly said 
good-bye to Josie who had been our 
help in the kitchen during Hannah’s 
time off.  Leanne also decided to 
pursue other career opportunities and 
Jess completed her Level 2 Modern 
Apprenticeship.  Our lovely Molly went 
onto maternity towards the end of 
November, we will keep you updated 
with any news.  In January Samera will 
also return from maternity and we  
also welcome two new members of  
staff Megan and Tori.  We will give 
out more information on this in the 
New Year. 

Are you eligible for Tax-Free Childcare?  Tax-Free Childcare is a 
government scheme to support working parents with childcare costs. 
If eligible, you set up an on-line account which you use to pay your 
childcare provider directly.  For every £8 you pay in, the government 
will pay in an extra £2.  You can get up to £2,000 per child per year 
(£4,000 for disabled children).  To find out more, please click here.:-
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/how-to-use-tax-free-childcare/ 



MERRY CHRISTMAS from the Baby Group! Our Little Town babies 

have enjoyed so much Autumn and Winter fun over the last few months. To name 
but a few things there have been pyjama days, pumpkin carving (and messy play 
with the seeds), pumpkin dyed rice play, baking and lots of shredded paper fun. 
Boogie Beat Music and Movement also came to visit, combining traditional fairy 
tales and nursery rhymes with lively, active movement and a mix of singing and 
dancing. The children listened to the story of the Gingerbread man, played with musical 
instruments and finally had lots of fun with the colourful parachute. Babies have also 
wrapped up and ventured into the garden whenever the weather allowed it, playing amongst 
the leaves, moving around the garden using our outdoor toys.  The staff have also become 
super artists by painting their windows for Halloween and Bonfire night.  They’ve finished 
the year off with some snow spray and Christmassy stencils!  Charlotte, Billie, Maria, 
Elodie, Harris, Indie, Isla, Jackson, Jacob, Livvy, Lucy, Neve, Samson, Theo C, Theo H, 
Tristan and Zachary wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. xxxxxx 

MERRY CHRISTMAS from the Tiddler Group!  What if we were to say to you 
‘cornflakes’, we’re sure you’d immediately think of breakfast and the same with ‘feathers’, that 
would be birds, but not for our Cotton Tail room, their thoughts were items for a bit of 
coloured sensory tuff spot play along with squishy coloured balls, glitter and felt animals!  What 
about if we said, ’sugar, flour, butter, cocoa powder, milk’ - a yummy chocolate sponge cake to 
eat? Not the Tiddlers, again all the ingredients went into the tuff spot for their imaginary  
baking of a cake.  Every Tiddler held  a spoon and mixed everything together, mix mix, mix! They 
love messy play time.  Tiddlers have also been making use of the new tuff spot stands which 
make the trays higher so that the children can stand whilst playing.  Our Tiddlers also love 
outdoor play, but if it’s raining and we can’t get into the garden, then out come our indoor slides 
and balance beams so we can still have some fun exercise. Tiddlers also created their very own 
’Little Lyme Nursery’ by setting up the babies, finding a cot, placing some bibs next to some 
bowls ready for dinner. Jade, Sasha, Georgia, Clementine, Cody, Dylan, Eibhlin, Ella, Erin, Fred, 
Freya, Lydia, Maddison, Phoebe H, Phoebe S, Poppy, Rebecca, Sarah, Sienna, Theo, Victoria and 
William hope everyone has a great Christmas and look forward to seeing you in the New Year. xx 

MERRY CHRISTMAS from the Toddler Group!  
The Toddlers in our Tiggy Winkle room have been full of action (as 
always) over the past few months. Thinking outside of the box for some 
different ways to paint, out came their toy cars, dipping them in paint and 
mark making using the wheels to create some fabulous pictures.  Paint and 
the  ball-pit balls was also another fun way and very colourful!  Toddlers 
were also very independent one afternoon by preparing their very own 
afternoon snack of cheese and crackers. They carefully used a small knife 
to butter the cracker and then sprinkled on some grated cheese.  Well 
done you clever bunch! Outdoor play has also been on their daily menu, 
whether it be running around the maze, pushing each other around in the 
toy cars, up and down the slides and then running around and playing in the leaves.  Hannah, Lorraine, Arlo, 
Betsy, Charles, Charlie, Cole, Edith, Elaina, Ellie, Elodie Freddy, Henry, Isaac, Isla, Jessica, Joseph, Niamh, 
Oliver, Rapha and Sienna hope you all have a fantastic Christmas and a Happy New Year.  xxxxxxxxxxx 



MERRY CHRISTMAS from the Seniors Group! The ‘Imagination Station’ is 
located in the corner of our Buttercups Room.  Here a variety of themes take place in the 
tuff spot tray, such as ‘The Pet Shop’, ‘Dinosaur Land’, ‘Under the Sea’ and more recently a 
‘Nativity’ has been set up with its very own Angel Gabriel and the Three Wise Men.  Here the 
children can independently or in a group use their imaginations and explore all kinds of  
scenarios.  Against the learning wall we have the Lilly pad phonics cards, Satpin Flash cards 
and what the children really love, the Rhyming blocks (such as log, fog, jog and wing, sing, 
ring).  After finishing their ‘The Scarecrows Wedding’ theme wall display they started on 
the Christmas theme.  A huge paper Christmas tree was cut out and laid on the floor.  All of 
the Seniors sat around the tree with their paint brushes, lots of glitter and plenty sparkly 
bits and created a wonderful piece of artwork.  Once dry and on the wall, they started on 
handprint robins sitting on a branch and then onto stockings, cutting out their favourite toys from 
catalogues and gluing them onto their stocking.  What a way to end the year!  Molly, Mali, Archie, 
Ezra, Georgiana, Isabelle, Lilly-Rose, Maisie, Norah, Persephone,  Roman and William hope everyone 
has a super duper Christmas and we look forward to seeing you all back at Nursery in 2020. xx

MERRY CHRISTMAS from the Juniors Group! The Juniors have been busy 
broadening their knowledge of different animals, the first being cows. The children learned 
that cows produce milk from their udders. Isobel and Georgia set up a ‘milking’ 
activity where they filled a rubber glove with milk and then over a bucket the Juniors took it 
in turns to “squeeze and pull the udders”.  They absolutely loved it!  Our Juniors have also 
‘BEE’n very busy with their next theme of bumble-bee’s. They created their very own 
beehive with pollen and took part in tasting all different types of honey, in the end picking 
which one was their favourite. During this particular week the children read the story 
‘Bumblebear’ and sang ‘The bees go buzzing one by one, hoorah hoorah!’ They also arranged an 
amazing camping funday taking part in activities such as; building a tent, reading story books 
with a torch, picnic tea (buttering the crumpets themselves), camping colouring and even made 
their very own campfire pictures with cotton buds, paint, glitter, sequins and tissue paper! 
Isobel, Georgia, Arthur, Bentley, Connie, Daisy, George, Isabelle, Jacob Bi, Jacob By, Leo, Lucas, 
Luke, Misha, Phoenix, Sofia, Sophia, Troy and the very very mischievous Juniors Elf, Jinx, hope 
everyone has a wonderful Christmas and look forward to seeing you all in the New Year. xxxxxxx 

MERRY CHRISTMAS from the Pre-school Group!  
Where do we start with Pre-school?  As well as Halloween, bonfire night 
and Remembrance Sunday activities our Pre-schoolers have enjoyed the 
soundpot sessions with Laura, learning new songs from Jump Jim Jo.  
They’ve also started cursive handwriting and for those who have learned 
to do their name in this style they move onto Caterpillar letter formation.   
Jess, from Jags dance school has also visited the group, so they all shook 
their pom poms and jumped about! Hedgehogs have been a topic of discussion 
amongst the group and after painting some hedgehog pictures, the group headed 
outdoors and made a hedgehog nest in the garden using lots of leaves and twigs.  
They’ve also been exercising on the tyres, singing on the stage, conker picking, 
running around and playing hide and seek.  Now it’s time for mince-pies, lots of 
treats and of course Santa Claus, so Laura, Archie, Ella, Erith, Esme, Evelyn,  
Harper, Leo, Max, Murphy, Oliver and Oscar wish everyone a Merry Xmas and a Happy New Year! xxxxxxxxxxx 


